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Timeline

• Presentation of roadmap

• Public consultation 

Completed: Inception Impact Assessment

• Public Consultation & Targeted Stakeholder Survey

• Assessment of impact for each option

• Impact Assessment report

Ongoing: Full impact assessment

• Legislative proposal – 5th of July

• Position formed among MS (Council) & Parliament

• Trilogue

2023-?: Co-decision process



Commission Proposal

• 5 July 2023: Publication of legislative proposal 
• “Proposal for a new Regulation on plants produced by certain new genomic 

techniques”. 
• Analysis available in member extranet (link here)

https://food.ec.europa.eu/plants/genetically-modified-organisms/new-techniques-biotechnology_en
https://ifoameu.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/extranet/Policy/GMOs/NGT%20Legislative%20Proposal%20and%20Spanish%20Presidency/IFOAMEU_policy_GMO_Proposal_Analysis_Confidential.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=M1LwyF


European Parliament Position

• Position voted on in February & April 2024

• In the preceding months: politicized and rushed process 

-> European elections

• Main elements of position:

• Exclusion from patentability

• Ban of all NGTs in organic (potential revision in 7 years)

• Adventitious or technically unavoidable presence of 
category 1 NGTs shall not constitute case of non-
compliance

• B2B traceability and labelling re-introduced for NGT 1 
crops

• Herbicide-tolerant plants cannot be regulated as NGT 1 
crops



Council Position

• Context: Rotating presidencies put a lot of pressure

• Multiple failed official and unofficial attempts for a vote (blocking 

minority)

• No thorough discussions on most topics except for patents

• Council reached position on 14 March 2025 ​

• No traceability (only seed label)

• Transparency on patents in seed variety register and public database

• National opt-outs are possible again

• Intentions of national basis for co-existence measures for all NGTs, but…

• Only in a recital and not enriched in a legally binding article

• Reference to Article 29 (7) of Organic Regulation puts burden on 

organic operators and is also technically wrong



Let’s break it down – Direct comparison

Traceability

Ban in organic

Co-existence

Patents



Traceability

Commission Parliament Council

Seed Label Full traceability for plants 

and products containing or 

consisting of NGT 1

Seed labelNGT 1

Commission Parliament Council

All products GMO label

Optional: Sustainable label 

(trait)

All products GMO label

Optional: Sustainable label 

(trait)

All products GMO label

Optional: Sustainable label 

(trait) BUT all traits are 

listed

NGT 2



Ban in Organic

Commission Parliament Council

Ban of all NGTs for the 

purposes of organic 

production

Revision of ban in 7 years

Case of accidental, 

adventitious presence 

(=contamination) does not 

constitute a case of non-

compliance to Organic 

Regulation

Ban of all NGTs for the 

purposes of organic 

production

NGT 1 

and 2

NGT 2



Co-existence

Commission Parliament Council

No measures No measures Intentions for co-existence 

measures
NGT 1

Commission Parliament Council

Measures of GMOs apply, 

except for the possibility of 

a national opt-out

Measures of GMOs apply, 

except for the possibility of 

a national opt-out

Measures of GMOs apply, 

including the possibility of 

a national opt-out

NGT 2



Patents

Commission Parliament Council

Study on Patents in 2025 Full ban on patents for all 

NGT plants, plant material, 

parts thereof, genetic 

information and process 

features they contain

Transparency on public 

database

Creation of Expert Group 

on Patents 

NGT 1 
and 2

NGT 2



Trilogue: Next Steps

• Official trilogue negotiations and 
Interinstitutional technical meetings (ITMs) 

• ITMs do most of the work:

• Sort out items into A (political) and B 
(technical) points

• Negotiate and draft B items

• Finalise drafting of A items when they are 
agreed in trilogues

• Commission is there to bring technical 
support (but will obviously defend their text)

• In between trilogues, there are shadows 
meetings and COREPER meetings discussing 
the advancements + reporting in COMENVI 
and Council

• Nothing is agreed until everything is agreed

• Backdoor deals are usual – small groups’ 
shadows are discovering them on the day



Trilogue: 4 columns document



Trilogue: Next Steps

• Trilogue negotiations scheduled from 06 May to 30 of June (end of 
Polish Presidency)

• technically no time limit to conclude the negotiations

• Next plenary where the text may be voted on in parliament: 
September

• Unfavorable draft text and EP position unlikely to hold up in the 
negotiations

• High urgency to act! 

• Trilogue is the last opportunity to influence the legislative text



What can you do?

• Reach out to MEPs from all across the political spectrum (esp. right-
wing parties, with focus on MEPs in ENVI committee)
‒ Send letters and meeting requests 

• Mobilize the public and media (publish opinion articles, reach out to 
journalists,…) 

• Reach out to your ministry (esp. Belgium, Greece, Slovakia, Germany, …)

• Want to give concrete input during trilogue negotiations and be part of the 
ongoing internal discussions around GMO/NGT control and enforcement? 
Reach out to us!

• Use and promote email action campaign (more info on IFOAM extranet)

https://ifoameu.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/extranet/SitePages/NGT-proposal-enters-the-last-phase-in-trilogues---Mobilize-with-an-email-campaign(1).aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=gZRcNz


Thank you!

For any questions or remarks, please feel free to reach out to 

Helene.schmutzler@organicseurope.bio
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