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Aim of the EU Network

To connect and empower 
place-based innovations 

(AE LL/RIs) at various 
scales in each MS/AC in the 

production of new and 
diverse knowledge.

To improve the access 
to and the availability of 

AE LLs & RIs 
knowledge, data and 
experiences at various 

scales among

AE LLs & RIs to foster 
information sharing.

To support multi-
stakeholder co-creation 

and co-design of
agroecology  
innovations.

To upscale AE LL/RI
innovations to contribute to
the agroecology transition

throughout Europe.

To reach beyond Europe 
and build synergies 

with other international 
networks in order to 

situate the Network at the 
international level, and to 
contribute to science-

policy dialogues at
different scales.



What will the Network actually do?

Sets up and maintains an inclusion criteria system, membership system, evaluation
and mentor system

Builds and applies a co-constructed governance scheme with multi-layered
structures (from local to international levels)

Implements a co-created strategy and action plan, ideates and realises
agroecology research activities

Builds a Collaborative Knowledge Platform to store and make available
agroecology LL/RI knowledge materials and networking among members

Collaborates with other international networks and projects

Monitors and evaluates its performance and its contribution to the agroecology
transition

Ensures sustainability in the long run, after the Partnership’s lifetime



Network Application Timeline

June 2024

Network officially

established

December 2024

Launch of the 1st 

Application Wave

April 2025

New members

onboarded

Dec 2025 – Dec 2030            
Launch of new

Application Waves

yearly

April 2025 – April

2030     New members

onboarded yearly



Network Inclusion Criteria

DIMENSION LIVING LABS RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES

AIM • Very strong local (territorial) embeddedness.

• Sharing, exchanging and improving agroecology

knowledge.

• Adoption of farming practices, technologies or socio-

economic-technical innovations that increase the 

sustainability, resilience and adaptation to climate 

change of agri-food system not only

at the agroecosystem level, but also at landscape 

level and considering the food system as a whole.

• Dedicated to research communities, and allow 

scientists to observe, experiment, predict 

agroecosystem and agri-food redesign.

• Contribute to bringing a corpus of scientific knowledge 

on agroecology available for agroecology transition.

ACTIVITIES • Orchestration of co-creation, testing and 

evaluation of agroecology practices (iterative

process)

• Ensure the democratic orientation of the direction 

taken

• Systemic and innovative experiments; modelling, 

multicriteria assessment (life cycle analysis tools); e-

Infrastructure that provide data, metadata and 

services, decision support systems

• Hybrid approaches: networks of farms at regional or 

national level, platforms with innovation tools and 

experience (serious games).

PARTICIPANTS • Connecting scientific and traditional knowledge 

• Diverse stakeholders (farmers to consumers)

• In the center of co-creation and testing: endusers

(farmers)

• Main participants are scientists

• Vary by country and continent: agricultural 

organizations or research and development 

organizations.

CONTEXT • Real life is the system, the complexity of the 

landscape, of the real communities concerned

Always embedded in the socio-economy-policy 

context of agri- food system

• Facilities that provide resources and services for 

research communities to conduct research and foster 

innovation.



Benefits of being part of the Network

✓ Being actively part of knowledge exchange, learning, information and data sharing and co-creation
opportunities between AE LLs and RIs.

✓ Ensuring access to various agri-food stakeholders across the EU from local to international level.

✓ Collaboration in international/transnational research projects on agroecology and LL/RIs.

✓ Taking part in diverse co-creation processes for developing research ideas and topics of interest, to
actually conduct and implement joint research activities in frame of the Network during the
Partnership lifetime.

✓ Networking

✓ Opportunity to improve or discover new agroecological practices, new methods and approaches for
agroecological transition, thus contributing to cutting edge agroecology research and innovation.

✓ Having direct influence on the direction and the outputs of the Network, therefore contributing to
shifting discourse and research of EU’s agricultural policy more toward agroecology.



Expectations from members

➢ Membership lasts officially from June 2024 to December 2030, until the end of AGROECOLOGY 
Partnership (but will not be discontinued after the end of partnership).

➢ The membership in the Network is on a volunteer basis, however there is a budget dedicated 
to network activities, travel and accommodation in case of physical meetings for the 
members.

➢ Providing expert input, your LL/RI experience, insight into your activities throughout the 7 
years.

➢ Active participation at in-person network meetings once a year until 2030 (costs will be 
covered).

➢ Participation in online meetings, co-creation workshops, events, surveys, programs organized 
across the Partnership.

➢ Openness to cooperate with your fellow members and interest in conducting agroecology 
research together.



How to join?

✓ Stay tuned for the Network’s inclusion 

criteria guidelines (Sept-Oct 2024)

✓ Be ready to demonstrate AE LL/RI activities

✓ Apply during the 1st Wave (December 

2024)

✓ Only already existing AE LL/RIs can 

apply!



EUROPEAN NETWORK OF 

SOIL HEALTH LIVING LABS 

AND LIGHTHOUSES 





Soil Living Labs & Lighthouses: what to expect?



Startup of the Support Structure for Soil Living Labs



How to join?

✓ Formal application is required through Horizon Europe Mission open
calls!

✓ HORIZON-MISS-2024-SOIL-01-01: Co-creating solutions for soil health 
in Living Labs

 - Expected EU contribution per project: EUR 12.00 million

 - Indicative budget: EUR 36.00 million

✓ HORIZON-MISS-2024-SOIL-01-02: Living Labs in urban areas for 
healthy soils

 - Expected EU contribution per project: EUR 12.00 million
 - Indicative budget: EUR 12.00 million

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-miss-2024-soil-01-01
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-miss-2024-soil-01-01
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-miss-2024-soil-01-02
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-miss-2024-soil-01-02


Thank you for your 

attention!

Korinna Varga

Head of Agricultural Policy Research Group,

Hungarian Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (ÖMKi)

korinna.varga@biokutatas.hu
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