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Organic agriculture in Switzerland.

Source: Bio Suisse (Organic sector in numbers)
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Climate and Agriculture:

The Swiss Context



Swiss Climate Strategy for Agriculture (Status 2011)
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Until 2050, Swiss agriculture…

▪ …reduces its GHG emissions by 40% (baseline 1990)

▪ …is at least 50% self-sufficient

A new strategy and goals are currently being developed, taking

into account the interconnections within the food system.

Source: Bundesrat, Langfristige Klimastrategie der Schweiz



Emission Goals Are not Met
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Source: Bundesrat, Langfristige Klimastrategie der Schweiz
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Where do we want to go as Swiss Organic Farmers? 

Anchoring a climate goal.

24.06.2022
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Environment analysis:

What is happening

around us? What might

influence our actions in 

the future?

Study:

What is possible?

«Climate

protection 

and 

resilience»

Forming an opinion

within the association

External 

mirroring



Focus Day Climate: Starting the Discussion, Obtaining Opinions
(August 2022)
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Impressions: https://youtu.be/uA36PsFx2S0

https://youtu.be/uA36PsFx2S0


Focus Day Climate: Starting the Discussion, Obtaining Opinions
(August 2022)
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«Climate neutrality» as a goal? 

Where do we set system boundaries?

How to reach climate goals

(practical experiences)

Animal husbandry and climate

Measuring progress

1

2

3

4

Compensation trading: 

insetting/offsetting?

Agroforestry and Agrophotovoltaics

Biogas

5

6

7

A pick of measures:



We want to define an ambitious goal in order to…
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▪ …set a sign that organic agriculture is part of the solution

▪ …be proactive and not be faced with already set facts

▪ …emphasize the responsibility of all actors of the value 

chain (agricultural production is not the only responsible)

▪ …create structures to support producers becoming active 

within their possibilities

▪ …communicate the holistic approach of organic farming

and defend organic values with regard to climate measures

(e.g. animal welfare)



Pre-study: Is Net Zero Reachable?
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Energieproduktion

Kohlenstoffbindung

Source: FiBL 2022: Wege zu einer klimaneutralen Biolandwirtschaft in der Schweiz. S. 81

Klimastrategie Bund

Betriebliche Massnahmen und 

Konsumveränderungen 

gemäss Strategie Bund

Energieproduktion

Ziellücke

~ 25%
Change of consumer 

behaviour

~ 15%
Reduction of

emissions

~ 30%
Carbon stockage

~ 15%
Energy production

~15% 
Open/Innovation

Year 2040

about 1,5 mio t CO2

Consumption and market
Corresponds to the goals discussed on 

a national level; consumption

according to the food pyramid.

Production



Anchoring a Climate Goal in our Guidelines
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«Bio Suisse as an association has the ambition to reduce its

greenhouse gas emissions towards net zero by 2040 and to

promote climate resilience»

«Farms and licence holders take a wide range of measures to

reduce greenhouse gas emissions within their means […]»

«[…] the contribution of all members of the value chain, 

including consumers, is needed.»

Source: Bio Suisse



How to get there?

Measures
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Climate Programme 2022-25 (in Development)
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1. Knowledge building and transfer

2. Measuring progress

3. Promoting supportive framework conditions

(policies and market)

4. Communication & Network



Knowledge Building and Transfer

Main planned activities:

▪ Building farmer working groups (ProBio) 

and offering technical events (2021/2022)

▪ Gathering and structuring information in an 

online «Toolbox»

▪ Contribution to research

Source: Bio SuisseIFOAM_EOC 15



Measuring Progress
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Pilot project for testing and comparing carbon accounting tools

on 120 organic farms in 2021.

Source: bio.inspecta



Promoting Supportive Framework Conditions
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▪ Contribution to the development of the governmental climate

strategy for the Swiss food system

Communication & Network

▪ Strenthening climate partnerships

(e.g. regular exchange within a group of

stakeholders to find climate friendly solutions

for the dairy and meat production)

▪ Internal and external communication



Thank you!
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